characters, neither one thing nor the other. ISTow it would be a most useful thing to give a kind of summary of their opinions. Passages we see constantly quoted from them for this side and for that; but I do not desiderate the work of an advocate, but the result of an investigation—not to bring them to us, but to go to them. If, then, in a calm, candid, impartial manner, their views were sought out and developed, would not the effect be good in a variety of ways 1 I would advise taking them as a whole—& corpus theolog. and ecclesiast. —the English Church—stating, indeed, how far they differ among themselves, yet distinctly marking out the grand, bold, scriptural features of that doctrine in which they all agree. They would then be a band of witnesses for the truth, not opposed to each other (as they now are), but one—each tending to the edification of. the body of Christ, according to the effectual working of His Spirit in everyone, according to I ; j                   the diversity of their gifts, and the variety of circumstances
* /1                   under which each spake his testimony.    For an undertaking
ff,                   like this few have the advantages you have ; few the requisite
!; \                   knowledge, few the candour, few the powers of discrimination
! \!                   —very few all three requisites together.   The leading doctrine
I; |                   to be discussed would be (I think) that of regeneration; for it
I /1                   is at the very root of the whole system, and branches out in
} If                   different ways (according to the different views taken of it)
| „!                   into Church of Englandism, or into Calvinism, Antipwdo-
I   '                   baptism, the rejection of Church government and discipline,
\   I                   and the mere moral system.   It is connected with the doctrines
^   \                   of free-will, original sin, justification, holiness, good works,
I i}                   election, education, the visible Church, &c.    Another leading
r   {                   doctrine would be that connected with the observance of the
, \                   Lord's Day, connected with which the Sabbatarian controversy
f ; I                   must be introduced.   Again,' on Church government, union,
f   J                   schism, order, &c.; here about Bible Society, Church Missionary
(                   (sodes /), &c.    Again, upon the mutual uses, bearings, objects,
{                       &c,, of the Jewish and Christian covenants, on which points I
|    '                   shall be rejoiced to find them (what J think) correct.    This is,
|    >                   indeed, a large head of inquiry, for it includes the questions
'                   of the lawfulness of persecution, national blessings, judgments9
>                       union of Church and State, and again of the profitableness,
often, of the uses and relative value of facts at the present ' '                   day, of the gradual development of doctrines, of election, &c.
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